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with equal impudence and ingenuity, represented Milton as a plagiary from certain modern Latin poets, Johnson, who had been so far imposed upon as to furnish a Preface and Postscript to his work, now dictated a letter for Lander, addressed to Dr. Douglas, acknowledging his fraud in terms of suitable contrition1.
This extraordinary attempt of Lander was no sudden effort. He had brooded over it for many years: and to this hour it is uncertain what his principal motive was, unless it were a vain notion of his superiority, in being able, by whatever means, to deceive mankind. To effect this, he produced certain passages from Grotius, Mascnitis, and others, which had a faint resemblance to some parts of the Paradise Lost. In these lie interpolated some fragments -of Hog's Latin translation of that
' Lest there should be any person, at any future period, absurd enough to suspect that Johnson was a partaker in Lander's fraud, or had any knowledge  of it, when  he assisted him  with   his  masterly  pen,   it  is proper here to quote the words of Dr. Douglas, now Bishop of Salisbury, at the time when he detected the imposition.    ' It is to be hoped, nay it is expected, that the elegant and nervous writer, whose judicious sentiments and inimitable  style  point out the authour of Lander's Preface find Postscript, will HO longer allow one   to  plume   himself with   his feathers, who appeared! so little to clescrvc[his]assistoncc: an assistance which I am persuaded would never have been communicated, had there been  the least   suspicion  of   those facts which I have been the instrument of conveying to the world in these sheets.'   Milton no Plagiary, and edit. p. 78.    And his Lordship has been pleased now to authorise me to say, in the strongest manner, that there is no ground whatever for any unfavourable reflection  against Dr. Johnson, who expressed the strongest indignation  against  Lander.     Bos-WKLT..   To this letter  Lander had
the impudence to add a shameless postscript and some 'testimonies' concerning himself. Though on the face of it it is evident that this postscript is not by Johnson, yet it is included in his works (v. 283). The letter was dated Dec. 20, 1750. In the Gent. Afag. for the next month (xxi. 47) there is the following- paragraph :—' Mr. Lander confesses here and exhibits all his forgeries ; for which he assigns one motive in the book, and after asking pardon assigns another in the postscript ; he also takes an opportunity to publish several letters and testimonials to his former character.' Goldsmith in Retaliation has a hit at Lander:— ' Mere Douglas retires from his toils
to relax, The   scourge   of   impostors,   the
terror of quacks. New   Lauders   and   Bowers   the
Tweed shall cross over, No countryman living their tricks
to discover.'
Dr. Douglas was afterwards Bishop of Salisbury (ante, p. 127). See $ost, June 25, 1763, for the part he took in exposing the Cock Lane Ghost imposture.
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